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Author’s  note 
 

 
 

Bernard fell in love with David Gordon’s songs – particularly Child for a Day, sung by David’s 

brother, Cat Stevens – now Yusuf Islam, which means ‘Peace’ in Arabic. He arranged for David to have 

the exclusive rights to create a musical adaptation of The Peace Book and invited David Gordon and 

David Woollcombe + their respective families to come to Chaban to write the adaptation. While there, the 

families met the Tibetan Buddhist monks whom Bernard was shielding from their Chinese oppressors. 

They became early spiritual and financial supporters of the Peace Child project.  
 

https://www.peacechild.org/files/18.-Child-For-A-Day.mp3


While staying with Bernard at Chaban, David Gordon completed three Peace Child songs: Mr 

President, Peace Day and I want to live, drawing on the teachings of the Tibetan monks – and the peace 

generated by their prayers and chanting. These have infused the Peace Child project ever since.   

 

  

 

 

 

 

A Selection of Bernard’s Books – The Minstrel, inspired by the Life of Elvis Presley; Peace Bird – bringing the Peace 
Child story to life; The Book of Life and The Path to Happiness – both distillation’s of Bernard’s philosophy, and 

Alice in Plunderland – a stinging rebuke to the insanity of capitalism and the unregulated market economy. 

 
Bernard’s books remain in print in many languages – and are an inspiration to Peace Child in every show 
we do.  The central idea of The Peace Book – to imagine the future as you want it to be, and then flash-
back to the present and tell the story of what you are going to do with your life to bring that future about 
– remains the defining characteristic of all Peace Child shows.  Though Bernard is sadly no longer with us, 
his books, his ideas, and his drawings continue to inform the Peace Child activities all over the world. We 
urge any one who seriously wants to capture the spirit and meaning of Peace Child, take the time to read 
Bernard’s Peace Book: it’s ideas are woven into  most of our work even today – years after his death.

https://www.peacechild.org/files/24.-Mr-President.m4a
https://www.peacechild.org/files/24.-Mr-President.m4a
https://www.peacechild.org/files/1.-Peace-Day--NR-.m4a
https://www.peacechild.org/files/7.-I-Want-to-Live--1-.m4a
https://issuu.com/wooll1950/docs/the_peace_book?fr=sNmIxYTcxNzA5MDU
https://issuu.com/wooll1950/docs/the_peace_book?fr=sNmIxYTcxNzA5MDU


 


